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Aargau, Switzerland 
Roman coins found in farmer’s orchard 

After months of digging, archaeologists have unearthed 
4,166 Roman coins dating from AD270-305. A farmer 
originally spotted some of the treasure in his cherry orchard 
in July this year. The bronze and silver coins were found in 
excellent condition, stored in leather pouches. They will go 
on display at the Vindonissa Museum in Switzerland.

Verona, Italy 
Masked thieves target art gallery 

In what has been described as Italy’s “largest art heist”, 
thieves stole 17 paintings worth £10.5 million from a gallery 
in Verona. They tied up a security guard before escaping in 
his car. An art expert said it was a “disaster for Italian art”.

Brazil 
Trees in the Amazon under threat  

Scientists have calculated that 57% of all tree species  
in the Amazon could be in danger, because of deforestation. 
Deforestation is the cutting down and clearing of trees  
to use the land for something else. The trees at risk  
include Brazil nut trees, cacao trees – the fruit of which  
is used to make chocolate – and acai trees. 

Botswana 
Diamond  

the size of a tennis  
ball discovered
A 1,111-carat diamond, the 
largest found in more than a 
century, has been dug out of 
a mine in Botswana. It’s the 
second largest diamond the 
world has ever seen – the first, 
a 3,106 carat rock, was found in 
1905. The Botswana jewel has 
been roughly estimated to sell 
for around £46 million. It will  
take a few years before the 
diamond can be sold because  
it must be scanned, cleaned  
and cut into shape first. 

Sweden
Ecofriendly king  

wants to ban bath time 
King Carl Gustaf of Sweden, a passionate 
environmentalist, said in an interview that 
there should be a national ban on baths 
because of the amount of water and energy 
they waste. While the king seemed to be 
joking, he’s determined to make the country 
more ecofriendly. He’s already switched to 
low-energy light bulbs in his palace.  
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Qingzhou City, China 
Ancient board game found

A game that hasn’t been played for 1,500 years has been 
found in a tomb in China. The game, which is called “bo”, 
is made up of a dice with 14 faces and 21 game pieces 
with numbers on them. Unfortunately for board-game 
enthusiasts, puzzled archaeologists are unsure how the 
game was played – and they haven’t found any instructions. 

Japan
Families pray for children’s health

The Shichi-go-san festival, a celebration of children’s 
wellbeing, took place on 15 November. Girls aged three 
and seven, and boys aged three and five wear traditional 
costumes. Their parents pray for their health and happiness.

New Zealand 
Voting begins for new flag design

The New Zealand Prime Minister, John Key, says the nation’s 
current flag doesn’t represent modern New Zealand. So  
New Zealanders have began voting on a new design from a 
range of five choices – three of which include the country’s 
unofficial symbol, the silver fern. Another poll will then ask 
New Zealanders if they prefer the new design to the old one. 

Istanbul, Turkey 
Wild boar scares shoppers

A wild boar charged through a suburb  
in the Turkish city of Istanbul causing panic 
among shoppers. The boar had first been 
spotted swimming nearby before climbing 
onto the shore. Environmentalists say that 
building projects in the city are destroying 
the animals’ habitats and forcing them into 
the city. 

Zimbabwe
Is Mr Ugly  

too handsome?  
Judges chose 42-year-old 
Mison Sere as the winner of 
the fourth annual “Mister 
Ugly” contest. The result 
sparked outrage among 
contestants and the crowd 
who thought he was “too 
handsome” to win. Other 
contestants claimed they  
were more naturally ugly,  
but Seres said his critics were 
sore losers. He won £330 in 
prize money and hopes to 
start a career in TV. 
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anime-style character. She was created by Crypton 

Future Media – a Japanese company that believes 

she could be the future of music. 

The team who created Hatsune use special 

software to create her singing voice and the starlet’s 

fans collaborate with the team online to produce her 

music and choose her style. With their help Hatsune 

now has more than 100,000 songs to her name.

Although widely described as a hologram pop 

star, technically Hatsune Miku 

is not one. Holograms are 

images created by lasers. 

They produce a 3D 

image in thin air that 

you can walk through 

and around. Miku is 

a 3D image projected 

onto a giant glass 

screen. It gives the 

illusion that she is really 

dancing and singing in 

front of you.

Move over Meghan Trainor, there’s a new pop 

princess in town. Hatsune Miku is already one 

of the biggest names in Japan. She’s performed as a 

support act for Lady Gaga and has almost a million 

fans on Facebook. But all is not as it might seem, as 

Hatsune is not actually real. The singing sensation is 

in fact a singing voice synthesiser with a projected 

image that appears on stage as a dancing, singing 

Holograms – science fact

The word hologram comes from ancient Greek 

and means whole picture. Scientists have 

already created lasers that project an image 

into the air at the swish of your fingertips. 

The lasers send messages to a computer that 

controls the image and makes it move. In the 

film Iron Man, Tony Stark uses his hands to 

interact with his holographic control panel. 

The Week Junior • 28 November 2015

Science and technology

HELLO 

HATSUNE
According to her 

inventors, Hatsune 

is 16 years old 

and 158cm tall. 

Unsurprisingly,  

her favourite  

music is pop!

Meet the first sound 

from the future

Here’s Miku’s image being 

projected onto a screen.
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