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Teacher Lesson Plan – Activity 2
	
Literacy Activity 3: Magical garden drama and story planning 
This activity would be best suited to a hall space so pupils can move around and interact with each other easily.
	Suggested timing: 80 minutes (Allow for a longer session, giving pupils time to plan their story in preparation for the writing task)

	Lesson objective:
	To speak in role as a Leafmen Warrior.  
To speak with confidence.
To listen with respect and respond to ideas.

	Resources:
	Leafmen Warrior Drama Stimulus - Images of micro-habitat to be explored with predator hunting minibeasts; Worksheet 4 - KS1/First planning sheet, Worksheet 5 - KS2/Second planning sheet, Large roll of paper or large sheets of sugar paper, pencils and crayons

	Key vocabulary:
	Drama, role play, setting, garden, explore, 

	Introduction:
20 minutes
	Show pupils the EPIC movie trailer to generate excitement and enthusiasm for the writing task, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xu3JLXfuwQ.

Tell pupils that they will once again take on the role of Leafmen Warriors just like they’ve seen in the film trailer, and that they will now, through role play, adventure into a magical garden world, meeting minibeasts and exploring the fascinating micro-world found in their own imaginary garden. 
Ask pupils to close their eyes and imagine their idea of an EPIC garden. What can you see around you? Are there tall plants/damp hollow logs/sharp blades of grass? How would you describe the garden setting? Are there any minibeasts near you?

Pupils then draw their ideas on the paper provided/notebooks, focusing on the environment setting and minibeasts found in the micro-world.

Interact with pupils as they draw. What are you drawing? How would you describe this area of the garden? Is there a minibeast in this area of the garden? Which minibeasts like to dwell in those rotten leaves/damp logs/sweet smelling flowers?

	Main activity:
30 minutes
	Explain to pupils that they are going to be doing some role play as Leafmen Warriors.

First, they must use their imagination to search the hidden world of their garden. Ask pupils to close their eyes. Using pupils drawings and from discussions you had during the designing process, talk pupils through the setting, bringing in higher level vocabulary appropriate to the age group.


[image: ]Eg. When you open your eyes you will find yourself in a beautiful, enchanting and mystical garden. Lush, flourishing vegetation surrounds you.

Ask pupils to open their eyes and look around and then freeze, showing their feelings through facial expressions. Tell pupils that you are going to walk around the space and tap them, in turn, on the shoulder. When they feel your tap they are to describe what they can see. Repeat for how they feel.

Bring pupils back together. Tell them they will meet one of the minibeasts found in the garden (choose a common minibeast pupil drew in activity 1 or 2). Tell them that they must listen carefully to what the minibeast has to tell them.

Teacher in Role: Hello Leafmen Warriors. Thank you for meeting with me. All the minibeasts in the garden are in serious danger. We are under attack! We are being hunted by the evil bug-like Boggans! These predators are invading our habitat and we need your help to protect ourselves.
We need you to think carefully and advise all the minibeasts ... under stones, in the sky, deep in the earth ... what to do.

I have pictures of the minibeasts in danger in their micro-habitat (use Leafmen Warrior Drama Stimulus in PPT), please look carefully at the micro-habitat and minibeasts and advise on how they could protect themselves. Our lives are in your hands! Do you have any questions?

Allow pupils time to clarify their task through questioning, stay in role as you answer. Take on your role whole-heartedly and show fear and an urgency for help.

Put pupils into groups and allocate a garden micro-habitat. Get pupils to discuss;
· What advice will you give the minibeasts? Look carefully at their environment and think about how they move, where could they hide/how could they protect themselves?

Pupils to share their ideas with their group, taking it in turn to speak and listen to each other with respect. Ask pupils to create a freeze frame (frozen picture) of the Leafmen Warrior and the minibeasts in hiding, portraying their advice and ideas. 

(Depending on the ability of the pupils, KS1/First could have the same environment to support group planning and writing after the drama activity.)


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Ask pupils to get into their freeze frame positions. Say: The evil Boggans are hunting you, the birds are circling the air above looking down on their prey, and some are pecking at the ground, desperate to catch you. The mucus covered frogs are staring beadily towards you. How are you feeling? Tap pupils on the shoulder, prompting them to speak. Repeat with Describe where you are hiding. What can you see? What can you smell? What can you feel? Use your senses.
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Bring pupils back together and tell them that they will meet the minibeast again.

Teacher in role say: Thank you so much for your help, your quick thinking and clever ideas have saved us this time. We are forever in your debt!

	Plenary:
30 minutes
	Ask pupils to reflect on their drama activity. Tell them that they will use their drama to write a magical story about their adventures as a Leafmen Warriors in their garden world, helping the minibeasts hide from their predators.

While their story in fresh in their mind, ask pupils to plan their story, noting ideas on their Story Planning Worksheet.

KS1/First: Story plan flow chart ~ Setting, Who do you meet? What do you do? What happens in the end? (LA writers to create a group plan)
KS2/Second: Story mountain with boxes showing opening, build up, problem, resolution and ending.

Talk pupils through their planning sheet, allowing them time to discuss ideas and share vocabulary.

If pupils have their own ideas for a magical story, allow them to use their own creative ideas.






image2.png
IN CINEMAS MAY 22

www.spicthemovie.co.uk





image3.png




image1.png
IN CINEMAS MAY 22

www.spicthemovie.co.uk





