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Teacher Lesson Plan – Activity 4
	Literacy Activity 4: Magical garden story writing 
	Suggested timing: 60 – 80 Depending on age and ability, pupils may need an extended writing session so they can complete their story.

	Lesson objective:
	To write a magical story in role as a Leafmen Warrior  

	Resources:
	Story planning worksheet (KS1/First use Worksheet 4; KS2/Second use Worksheet 5), flip chart/whiteboard, 

	Key vocabulary:
	Select vocabulary appropriate to age group and individual writing levels and targets. 
Adjectives linked to setting: lush, flourishing, thriving, beautiful, stunning, tall, plant, flower, bloom, blossom, etc.
Adjectives linked to characters: minibeast names, minibeast descriptions
Sentence openers to create flow: First, Then, Next, After that, Finally, In the end, Eventually
Sentence openers to create effect: Suddenly, To our horror, To my surprise, Luckily etc
Connectives: L1: and, L2: and, so, but, because, L3: and, so, but, because, when, if, while, also, L4: and, so, but, because, when, if, while, also, although, however, nevertheless
Punctuation:  L1: Capital letters and full stops . L2: Capital letters, full stops . and exclamation marks to show feeling ! L3 and 4: Capital letters, full stops . ellipse ... exclamation marks to show feeling ! commas , speech marks “ __ “

	Introduction:
20 minutes
	Discuss activity 1 and reflect on drama activity. Where did you go? What could you see? How did you feel? Who did you meet?

Note pupils interesting vocabulary on the board to support their independent writing. Explain that this will be used as a basis for their story.

Discuss and recap on what makes a good story. Encourage pupils to suggest self-assessment criteria for their writing level. Create a Success Criteria for writing, this success criteria could also link to pupils current writing targets. (Pupils will use this to self-assess their writing at the end of the lesson.)
For example:
L1: Sound out words carefully, sentences read for sense, capital letters, full stops
L2: Beginning, middle and end, can link ideas to create flow (first, then, next, after that), amazing adjectives, connectives, capital letters and full stops

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]L3: Beginning, middle and end, imaginative ideas, ambitious vocabulary, describe setting and characters, connectives, interesting punctuation
L4: Lively, imaginative story, developed ideas, varied sentences (length, speech), writing organised into paragraphs, interesting and ambitious vocabulary, variety of punctuation.

Ask pupils to look at their plan. How could you start your story? What would make a good opening? What could you see? How did you feel? Did you write any interesting describing words on your plan? 

Ask pupils to share ideas with their partner. Build sentences orally together. How must we start a sentence? What would be a good adjective to describe ...? Which punctuation mark could I use? Model editing and improving as you go and read and check for sense together. 

Remind pupils to use their neat handwriting and word banks to support with spelling etc.

	Main activity:
30-50 minutes
	Pupils to write their story using their Story Planning Workshet about helping the minibeasts hide from their predator/s. Some pupils may have decided to plan their own creative story in role as a Leafmen Warrior.

Story vocabulary to be available with key vocabulary, sentences starters etc. appropriate to level.

Support lower ability writers by working as a group, break the story up and build sentences orally together before writing.

Pause pupils after 10 minutes and ask them to read and check their writing. Have you included all of the success criteria? Do your sentences read for sense? Have you used your interesting ideas from your story plan? Have you included all relevant details, describing the setting in detail by using your senses

As you walk round the room and support pupils, praise interesting vocabulary and effective sentences, occasionally pause the pupils and ask individuals to read their fabulous writing aloud. This will help motivate and inspire pupils who are struggling.

	Plenary:
10 minutes
	Ask pupils to read their story to the person sitting next to them, partners to comment on their writing ... What did you enjoy about the story? Where there any interesting/effective words? How could your partner improve their writing? Repeat, swapping reader.

Pupils to self-assess against the Success Criteria. Ask pupils to find examples of the Success Criteria in their writing and *star* using a coloured pencil. 
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