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Colourful Celery!
Celery? Boring? No way!  Find out why not, with this fun experiment that would make 
Flint Lockwood proud!
Watch how celery transports water through its stem, and get creative and colourful at the 
same time!
	What you’ll need
	Some sticks of celery (with leaves).
A selection of food colourings.
Water.
Some glasses or jars.
An adult to cut the celery with scissors.

	What to do
	Fill the glasses half way with water and add plenty of a different colour food dye to each. Dark or bright colours will work best.
Carefully, cut the bottom centimetre off each celery stalk and place it in one of the glasses of water. 
Check the experiment every hour.  After a day, you should start to see the colour travelling up the celery stalk and into the leaves.
Once you have finished, try slicing across the celery stalks to have a look at the food colouring on its way up.

	Top Tips


	The experiment with a stick of celery reveals that this process, called transpiration, happens through special tubes, called xylems, which take up the food colouring.
From a safe distance, use a hairdryer to gently blow the leaves this will speed up the process. You could investigate how the process will slow down if you remove the celery’s leaves.
For a multicoloured stick, you could try splitting some of the celery stalks down the middle and putting each half in a different colour.
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