
Dear Parent/Carer,

Did you know that the UK film industry employs 66,000 people and is worth £1.4bn 
annually? Figures from the BFI (British Film Institute) predict that there will be jobs 
for 10,000 new entrants by 2020.  If your child has creative flair or a passion for film, 
they could apply to attend a course with the BFI Film Academy and gain valuable 
work experience around careers in film and media.

WHAT IS THE BFI FILM ACADEMY?
The BFI Film Academy provides short courses for young people between the ages of 16 
and 19 focusing on developing their filmmaking skills and opening doors for future career 
opportunities. 

WHAT ARE THE COURSES ON OFFER?
The BFI Film Academy offers 47 short Network courses and longer Residential courses lasting 
for one to two weeks. They are held in various locations around the UK. Participants will 
gain practical filmmaking experience and career advice from industry professionals that 
could enable them to take their first steps towards a career in film and related industries. 

As well as an introduction to filmmaking, the courses develop a range of skills and give 
students the opportunity to learn about career options from people working in the film 
industry. They will work as part of a team on a film-based project, learn to network, build 
confidence in their own skills, and have fun in a safe, supportive environment.

COURSE FEES
Fees for the Residential Courses range from £0 to £420 depending on your circumstances. 
Accommodation and food are provided. Please do not let fees discourage your child 
from applying as they can be waived and bursaries made available to support travel and 
other costs can be provided.  

Costs will not prevent any young filmmaker from taking part – if your child has the talent 
we will make sure they can attend! 

HOW AND WHEN TO APPLY
Your child has been given a Student Guide to BFI Film Academy Courses which contains 
detailed information on the dates of each course, eligibility requirements and how to 
apply. Further information can be found on www.nationalschoolspartnership.com/
initiatives/bfifilmacademy/

BFI Film Academy Team
filmacademy@bfi.org.uk
 

1: Taken from https://www.bfi.org.uk/sites/bfi.org.uk/files/downloads/future-film-skills-an-action-plan-2017.pdf 
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