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What is the BFI Film Academy?

The BFI (British Film Instifute) Film Academy provides
opportunities for talented and committed young people

“I developed
many skills and

between the ages of 16-19 to develop new skills and build a contacts WhIIST
career in the film industry, no matter where they live or what
their background. on the Academy

]
The BFI Flm Academy offers training for a wide range of Gnd hoven f
film industry roles, from writing and directing through to Sfopped since...”
production, sound design, editing and camera, and provides
learning around film history and cinematic storytelling to

inspire an appreciation of film culture in the round. Elliot, BFI Film Academy

participant (2013-2014)

What courses does the BFl Film Academy offer?

BFI Film Academy courses are suited to students who show creative flair and a passion for film.
They are a pathway for young people from all backgrounds to take a first step towards a career
in the industry through practical learning opportunities.

Network courses

These courses are perfect for you if you have a love of film and want to find out more about a
career in the industry. With a minimum of 40 hours of training you will get the chance to try out
hands-on flmmaking techniques supported by people working in the industry.

There are 47 different courses running between September 2018 and February 2019. To find
out more, visit www.bfi.org.uk/fa-network-courses.


http://www.bfi.org.uk/fa-network-courses
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Residential courses

Every year, BFI Fim Academy runs seven in-depth courses for different
specialisms and crafts. Each Residential course lasts between one to
two weeks and is designed to give you an in-depth intfroduction to a
specialist area of film production. They are run by leading professionals
who will infroduce you to essential filmmaking skills and give you a
behind-the-scenes glimpse into the industry. Applications are welcome
from all over the UK, and you'll stay in local accommodation where
you'll meet like-minded individuals and your filmmaking network.

All of the Residential courses are practical, and you will gain hands-
on flmmaking experience. During workshops, practical skills lessons and
masterclasses, you will work on a film project, like an animation, script
or creating a film festival programme. You can also expect advice and
guidance from industry professionals to kick-start your career in film.

Residential courses available for 2018/19 are:

animation, documentary, screenwriting, visual effects (VFX), film
programming and two craft courses focusing on scriptwriting, producing,
production design, directing, cinematography, sound or editing.

Are they for me?

Do you have a passion for film, a creative spark and a desire to learn
more about careers in the film industry2e Then BFI Film Academy courses
could be for you.

Applications are welcomed from young people between the ages of 16
and 19 from anywhere in the UK and from any background. You don't
need to have any previous knowledge or experience of flmmaking,
although any evidence of your creativity and passion will help your
application. A full list of eligibility criteria is provided on page 8.

Why should | apply?

Over the past 15 years, 48 out of the 200 top-grossing films globally were
made in the UK. The UK film industry employs 66,000 people and is worth
£1.4 billion to the UK economy annually. It's predicted that there could
be a need for 10,000 more workers by 2025. So, a career in the fim
industry could be more achievable than you might imagine.

Filmmaking relies on collaboration from people with very different
skill sets and abilities, so the good news is that there is something for
everyone. Whether you have a flair for writing, art and design, tech or
an all-encompassing love of the big screen, you'll find your niche.

As well as an introduction to filmmaking specialisms, you'll gain
valuable experience that can help with applications to further training
or higher education or whatever career you want to go into. You'll
have opportunities to work as part of a team, learn to network and
sell yourself, build confidence in your own skills, all in a safe, supportive
environment. You'll make new friends who share your love of fim, and
have fun seeing your own ideas come to life.

“It feels like a
home away
from home,
being with all
the futors who

want to make
you the best
that you can
be.”

BFI Film Academy
participant. (2017-2018)

“I've only
ever made
stuff by myself
and fo learn
a speciality
and what you
love and how
fo work with

a team is just
invaluable.
You can’t
teach yourself
that.”

Ruby, BFI Film
Academy participant
(2017-2018)
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STOP-MOTION ANIMATION

RESIDENTIAL: BRISTOL

Delivered by Calling The Shots in partnership with Aardman
Animations and the University of the West of England

Residential: 16 to 22 February 2019
Number of places: 25

What happens on the course?

Sixintensive days of stop-motion animation with
a series of masterclasses delivered by industry
professionals. You will learn about every stage
of production covering story development,
model making, animation production and
post production, and produce an animated
short that will be screened at a Bristol cinema.

This course could be for you if...

You enjoy working with your hands, creating
models and sets from scratch. You want to
learn more about studio animation techniques

ANIMATION AND VFX

RESIDENTIAL: LONDON

Delivered by the Film and Video Workshop
in partnership with Blinkink

and have the opportunity to create your own
characters and send them on a journey.

Your favourite films are...

Brilliantly executed animations with
unforgettable characters like: Isle of Dogs,
Corpse Bride, The Incredibles, Fantastic Mr. Fox
For more details and to download the application
form, visit
www.callingtheshots.co.uk/bfi-animation-camp

E: animation@callingtheshots.co.uk

T: 0117 930 0141

Application deadline: Monday 3 December, 17.00

Introduction day: Saturday 26 January 2019
Residential: Sunday 17 to Saturday 23 February 2019

Number of places: 40

What happens on the course?

An immersive week of masterclasses, frips
and film screenings from industry specialists.
Expect careers advice and guidance on how
to break into the exciting world of animation
and VFX. You will create your own animation
or VFX sequence with help from BAFTA-winning
tutors.

This course could be for you if...

You are interested in new technologies and
software and always in the know about the
latest gadgets and apps. You may have

experimented with animation techniques
and you love watching behind-the-scenes
extras to find out how those incredible VFX
sequences were done.

Your favourite films are...

Show-stoppers that tfransport us to different
worlds through the power of animation and
VEX like: Black Panther, Blade Runner 2049,
Star Wars, Planet of the Apes, Paddington,
Gravity, Ex-Machina

For more details and to download the application
form, visit www .filmworkshop.com/residential

E: simon@fiimworkshop.com

Application deadline: Monday 3 December, 17.00
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DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKING
RESIDENTIAL: LONDON

Delivered by VividEcho and CTVC

Introductory weekend: 19 to 20 January 2019
Residential: Sunday 17 to Saturday 23 February 2019
Number of places: 40

What happens on the course?

An infensive programme of practical
workshops in documentary filmmaking as well
as trips, masterclasses and Q&As with Oscar©
and BAFTA award-winning documentary
producers and directors. You will take part
in the making a documentary fim to be
screened in a London cinema.

This course could be for you if...

You are naturally curious, always asking why
and wanting to scratch below the surface to

uncover a deeper truth. You are not afraid to
ask probing questions and you work well with
people.

Your favourite films are...
Uncompromising documentaries with the
power to inform and amaze like: Blackfish,
Man on Wire, OJ: Made in America, Supersize
Me, Amy, Senna

For more details and to download the application
form, visit www.vividecho.co.uk/bfifilmacademy
E: bfiflmacademy@vividecho.co.uk

T: 0333 012 4245

Application deadline: Monday 3 December, 17.00

SCREENWRITING RESIDENTIAL:
NEWCASTLE

Delivered by Tyneside Cinema

Introductory weekend: 26 to 27 January 2019
Residential: 18 to 22 February 2019
Number of places: 25

What happens on the course?

Enter the world of writing for film through an
intensive training programme. Bring your ideas
to life, working with script editors to learn tricks
of the trade and complete your own short
screenplay.

This course could be for you if...

You possess a world of pure imagination
within, bursting with story ideas but looking for
help and guidance with getting it all from your
head onto the page.

Your favourite films are...

Dramas that keep us on the edge of our seats
through their fantastic portrayal of characters
and situations: Ladybird, Get Out, The Social
Network, No Country for Old Men, Call Me By
Your Name, The Revenant, Hidden Figures

For more details and to download the application
form, visit www.bfiyoungscreenwriters.co.uk

E: filmschool@tynesidecinema.co.uk

Application deadline: Monday 3 December, 17.00
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Introductory weekend Screenwriters:
8 to 9 December 2018

Introductory weekend all other crafts:
9 to 10 March 2019

Residential: 7 to 18 April 2019

Number of places: 64

Delivered over Easter 2019, the Craft Skills
Residential Buckinghamshire allows you to
focus on a specific craft skill - scriptwriting,
producing, production design, directing,
cinematography, sound and editing.

What happens on the course?

With the guidance of top filmmakers, you will
work as part of a tfeam to make a short fim
using professional equipment. You will get
the chance to write, direct, film, record or
produce on set, learning practical skills and
complemented by filmmaking masterclasses
throughout. The films will be premiered at the
BFI Southbank during a special graduation
showcase on the final day.

This course could be for you if...

You can see yourself behind the scenes in
film, shaping the on-screen action, and you
already have an idea of the craft you'd like
fo learn.

Your favourite films are...

You may have alove of films from many genres,
but as you watch, you're always wondering
how and why they magic happens. You're
ready fo scratch beneath the surface and
discover for yourself.

For more details and to download the application
form, visit www.nfts.co.uk/bfi-film-academy

E: bfiflmacademy@nfts.co.uk
T: 0117 930 0141

Application deadlines:
Screenwriting: Sunday 11th November 2018
All other Crafts: Monday 21st January 2019

“We are the next
generation of
writers, actors,
directors,
producers,

editors and
cinematographers”

Hasnene, BFI Film Academy
Participant. (2017-2018)
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Keep an eye out for two more BFI Film Academy courses in Summer 2019:
Check the website closer to the time for more information: www.bfi.org/flmacademy

FILM PROGRAMMING & AUDIENCE
DEVELOPMENT RESIDENTIAL: SHEFFIELD

Residential: Coming Summer 2019
Number of places: 30

What happens on the course?

Plunge into seven days of intensive fraining in
film distribution, exhibition and programming.
In other words, you will watch and talk about
films, how to market them, and have the
chance to meet other film fanatics who share
your passion. In groups, you will plan a fim
season which may be fiimed at the Showroom
Cinema, Sheffield.

CRAFT SKILLS RESIDENTIAL:
SCOTLAND

This course could be for you if...

Everyone knows you as a film buff and you're
always first in line to see a new release.
Watching, discussing and reviewing films is
your idea of heaven. You don't necessarily
want to make fiim but would love a career
based in and around cinemas.

Your favourite films are...

How could you possibly choose one genre? But,
if asked, you can enjoy discussing the topic in
detail drawing on your broad knowledge of films.

Residential: Coming Summer 2019
Number of places: 25

Delivered over Summer 2019, the Craft Skills
Residential Scotland allows you to focus on a
specific craft skill - scriptwriting, producing,
productiondesign, directing, cinematography,
sound and editing.

What happens on the course?

Working in dynamic teams, you will take on
the role of screenwriter, director, production
manager, cinematographer,  production
designer, or sound and editing. With support
from industry professionals, you will make a

short film using industry grade equipment and
experience life on set.

This course could be for you if...

You can see yourself behind the scenes in
film, shaping the on-screen action, and you
already have an idea of the craft you'd like
to learn.

Your favourite films are...

You may have alove of films from many genres,
but as you watch, you're always wondering
how and why they magic happens. You're
ready fo scratch beneath the surface and
discover for yourself.

Application deadlines will be announced in early 2019.
Check www.bfi.org.uk/filmmacademy nearer the time for more information.


http://www.bfi.org/filmacademy
http://www.bfi.org.uk/filmacademy
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Information on fees, requirements and how to apply

Course requirements

Apart from raw talent and tonnes of enthusiasm, there are a few basic requirements for
applicants to the BFI Film Academy.

* Be aged 16-19 years old on the first day of the course.

e Be a UKresident.

* Have a passion or talent for fillmmaking and an ambition to work in the film industry.
* Be able to commit to the duration of the course.

e Noft currently be at university or enrolled at university when the course starts.

Course fees

Course fees range from £0 to £420 for the Residential courses, which also includes your
accommodation and food. You can find course fees along with information about how to
apply by visiting www.nationalschoolspartnership.com/initiatives/bfifilmacademy/

Network courses: £0 to £25
One-week residential courses: £0 to £210
Two-week residential courses: £0 to £420

What if | can’t pay the course fees?

Don’'t let the cost of the Residential courses deter you from applying and exploring a career
in film. If you have the talent and ambition, we will make sure you can attend.

The BFI Fim Academy encourages applications from people of all backgrounds. Help is
available for students who are not able to pay course fees. Depending on your financial
circumstances, you may be able to receive a bursary for all or part of the course fee. There is
also financial assistance available for travel and any other costs associated with attending.

For more information or questions on bursaries, or any aspect of the BFI Film Academy, visit the
FAQs on our website or email flmacademy@bfi.org.uk

“It's faught me that | can geft out there, there’s room
for me and people are willing to hear me.”

Shola, BFI Film Academy participant. (2017-2018)


https://www.bfi.org.uk/education-research/5-19-film-education-scheme-2013-2017/bfi-film-academy-scheme/bfi-film-academy-faq

