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Teacher Lesson Plan – Activity 2
	

Science Activity 2: Minibeast Investigation (Investigate similarities and differences between minibeasts)
	Suggested timing: 1 hour lesson

	Lesson objective:
	To make careful observations and identify similarities and differences between minibeasts.
To observe and recognise characteristics of minibeasts.

	Resources and apparatus:
	Worksheet 3, Minibeast Key Words Handout, Mini whiteboards and dry wipe pens, photographs of minibeasts commonly found in different areas/environments of the garden

	Key vocabulary:
	Names for minibeasts: minibeast, earthworm, spider, caterpillar, fly, wasp, bee, earwig, snail, slug, insects etc
Expression to describe appearance: body, legs, wings, shell, abdomen, head, antennae, exoskeleton
Expression to describe movement: fly, flight, crawl, slither, slide, run, curve (worm), ripple (worm), jumps, hops, slowly, quickly, 
Expression to describe location: above, under, within, hiding, soil, damp, leaf litter, log, rock, dark, cold, wet, muddy, grassy, stony, light, warm, dry, sandy, leafy
Comparative vocabulary: longer, longest, small, smaller, smallest, similar to, different from, most, all, some, few

	Introduction:
20 minutes
	(Optional warm-up activity) Play a game of ‘Splat’. Display pictures of garden minibeasts on the board. Invite two pupils to stand next to the board. Describe a minibeast according to its features. The first person to splat the correct minibeast is the winner and stays on and a new pupil then competes against them. Invite pupils to take on the role of describing the minibeast without naming it.

Congratulate your pupil “Leafmen Warriors” on completing their minibeast hunt. Reflect on Activity 1 (Minibeast Hunt). If you were able to take photographs of minibeasts pupils found display on the board, otherwise use Powerpoint pictures of minibeasts commonly found in a garden habitat.

Tell pupils that in groups they will be comparing the minibeasts found in different areas of the garden. Explain that the garden is the habitat explored, and that the different areas are called micro-habitats. Which micro-habitats did we investigate during our minibeast hunt? Which minibeasts did we find underground? Which minibeasts did we find in dark, damp places (eg. under rocks and logs)? etc.

Using the Minibeast Key Words Handout, sort pictures of minibeasts found in the garden habitat into their micro-habitat. Focus on: under logs and rocks, in the soil, in leaf litter, in flower borders and shrubberies, in the air, in the pond (if pond available).
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Were any of our minibeasts found in more than one micro-habitat?

	Main activity:
20 minutes

	As a class focus on one micro-habitat of the garden habitat, looking at common minibeasts found in the soil, grass, bush or air.

Look at pictures/drawing/photographs (and/or the Minibeast Key Words handout images for a wider range of minibeasts) captured in activity 1 as a class and name each minibeast. What similarities do you notice about these minibeasts?

In groups pupils to focus on a micro-habitat in the garden habitat. Ensure pupils understand they will share their comparisons with the class at the end of the lesson and emphasis the need to carefully record observations and summarise their findings to aid their presentation.

Using Worksheet 3, pupils to focus on one minibeast at a time and complete the table comparing their features (legs, wings, movement). Pupils should then write comparative sentences to summarise their findings.

KS2/Second to write their own sentences (word bank provided). For Key Stage 1/Second provide pupils with the following as additional support.
Complete the sentences:

All minibeasts in this micro-habitat: _____________________________
Most minibeasts in this micro-habitat: ___________________________
Some minibeasts in this micro-habitat:___________________________
Few minibeasts in this micro-habitat:____________________________  

Feedback ideas as a class and note on the board. 

Model using comparative vocabulary as you discuss and note similarities using an enlarged worksheet (which pupils will then use during group work).   Repeat for differences.

Key questions to support group work: Have you noticed any common features of minibeasts that we found underground/in dark damp places/on leaves etc? Do all/most/some of the minibeasts fly/crawl/slide?


	Plenary:
20 minutes
	Groups to present their findings and share their observations and comparisons with the class.

Encourage pupils to use comparative key vocabulary.
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