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Teacher Lesson Plan – Activity 1
	Science Activity 1: Minibeast Hunt 
	Suggested timing: 1 hour lesson

	Lesson objective:
	That there are different kinds of minibeasts in the local environment.
To observe and recognise characteristics of minibeasts.
To treat animals with care and sensitivity.

	Resources and apparatus:
	Worksheet 1 or Worksheet 2 (applicable to age group) - KS1/First Worksheet 1 (to focus on name and location of minibeast, drawing minibeast and labelling), KS2/Second Worksheet 2 (to describe physical aspects of minibeast using table to record observations), Minibeast Key Words Handout, Magnifying glass, pencils, clip boards, digital camera (if available), containers to put minibeasts into, garden spades/spoons, collection net (if pond available), 
Pupils could use pooters to collect minibeasts to observe. These could be made as part of your research topic in class.

	Key vocabulary:
	Field work: explore, investigate, observe, search, hunt, environment, habitat
Names for minibeasts: insects, invertebrate, minibeast, earthworm, spider, caterpillar, fly, wasp, bee, earwig, snail, slug etc
Expression to describe appearance: body, legs, wings, shell, abdomen, head, antennae, exoskeleton
Expression to describe movement: fly, flight, crawl, slither, slide, run, curve (worm), ripple (worm), jumps, hops, slowly, quickly, 
Expression to describe location: above, under, within, hiding, soil, damp, leaf litter, log, rock, dark, cold, wet, muddy, grassy, stony, light, warm, dry, sandy, leafy

	Safety:
	When working outdoors, teachers should check that there is no broken glass etc. Sites unlikely to have been contaminated with dog faeces should be chosen. Ensure that pupils wash their hands after handling soil etc. Remind pupils of the dangers associated with stinging insects.

	Introduction:
15 minutes
	Tell pupils that today they will become Leafmen Warriors, tasked with exploring hidden garden worlds in search for minibeasts.

Discuss the following;
· What is a minibeast? Show pupils pictures of minibeasts commonly found in the garden.
· Can you name any of these minibeasts? Where do the minibeasts live? Name each minibeast and correct misconceptions.
· Which minibeasts do you predict we’ll find in our school garden/playground/park? Where do you think we’ll find this minibeast? I.e. under a rock/in the grass/underground? Explain to pupils that these are called habitats – natural or physical environment in which species live.
· Why do you think this minibeast would prefer a certain habitat? Note ideas on the board.
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Explain worksheet (KS1/First Worksheet 1; KS2/Second Worksheet 2) to record observations.

Discuss health and safety measures associated with the activity and how everyone must respect the minibeasts in their habitat. I.e. How must we treat the minibeasts we find?

· Provide pupils with Minibeast Key Words Handout if needed.

	Main activity:
35 minutes
	Tells pupils that, as Leafmen Warriors they need to work in small groups to explore the school garden/playground/park to find some EPIC creatures.

Encourage pupils to dig soil carefully using a gardening spade, look under logs/rocks/plants, if a pond is accessible dip into the pond weed using a net. Pupils can carefully house minibeast in a container to aid their observational discussion and recording. If pooters are available, these can be used to safely collect and observe insects.

Encourage focused discussion as you investigate the garden habitat, discussing minibeast appearance and the habitat they are found in.

Examples of KS1/First key questions: Can you name this minibeast? What are the features of this minibeast/what does it look like? Does this minibeast have legs? How many legs does the minibeast have? What colour is the minibeast? Does this minibeast fly? Where does the minibeast live?
   
Examples of KS2/Second key questions: How is the earthworm moving? Note how the earthworm moves in a longitudinal and circular manner. Where does the earthworm live? Do you think it prefers a light or dark environment?

Help pupils return any minibeasts collected and observed back to their habitat.

	Plenary:
10 minutes
	Regroup with your Leafmen Warriors in an open space or return to the classroom to share observations of the garden environment and habitats discovered.

Discuss where different minibeasts were found, name them and describe their appearance. Note observations on the board.
· Did we find all of the minibeasts we thought we would find? Which minibeasts did we not expect to find? Which minibeast did you find the most interesting to observe? What did you notice about its movement?
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